


WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP
May 20 – 2:00 pm
A Thread of Grace by Mary Doria Russell

NEW MEMBERS OF ST. PAUL’S  

VESTRY NOTES 4-16-07

New members of St. Paul’s who attended the Dinner at the Rectory 
Welcome Mat on April 22 are (back, L. to R.) Paul Cleary, Christi 
Kirzner, Darci and Jeff Carlson and son Matt, who was baptized 
at St. Paul’s nearly 13 years ago.  Seated (L. to R.) are Sylvia 
Holland, Paul Cleary’s mom, Stephanie Gran and Kathy Holliday.  
When you see these folks in church, welcome them to our St. 
Paul’s family.

At its meeting on April 16, the Vestry:

- Explored “Being the Church” mutual ministry through prayer 
for each other’s concerns.

- Heard the Rector’s report on the car being sent to Louisiana.
- Heard a report from Wayne Kempe and Kay Sylvester regarding 

the Diocesan Ministry Faire which featured the Rev. John 
Peterson, the former Secretary General of the Anglican 
Consultative Council. (See article in this issue.)

- Reviewed the committee structure of the Vestry and made further 
committee assignments. Tom McKinney will continue as the 
chair of the Finance Committee. Others on the committee 
will be Annie Engstrom, Dennis MacDonell, Shawn Murphy, 
Cerise Paton and Meslissa Wackerman.
- Vestry members will provide liaison to the Preschool and 

LEAP Boards of Directors. 
- Laura Siriani and Jane McCracken will be liaisons to the 

new Involvement Committee.
- Ruth Sarvas and Meslissa Wackerman will be liaisons to 

the Children’s Education Committee. 
- Cerise Paton will be liaison to the Nursery Committee and 

will help to convene that new committee.
- Appointed Dennis MacDonell as Chair of the Facilities 

Committee.  Others on the Committee will be Peggy Catron 
and Wayne Kempe, who was appointed Facilities Manager at 

the March Vestry retreat.
- Accepted Annie Engstrom’s offer to serve as a Volunteer 

Coordinator to recruit members for events and committees.
- Recommended that a Worship Coordination Committee be 

reestablished.
- Reviewed the fi nancial status of the congregation and voiced 

concern that members keep current with their pledges since 
cash reserves are limited.

- Heard a report regarding the new project of the Children’s 
Ministry Team to create a Family Gathering worship and 
education experience.

- Created a Search Committee to assist the Rector in fi nding a 
staff person for the education programs of the parish.

- Adopted an amendment to the bylaws of the congregation which 
allows the Rector to designate someone, such as the Senior 
Warden, to preside at Vestry meetings.

- Celebrated ten members who will be Confi rmed May 5.

Since the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 2003, 
the worldwide Anglican Communion has been in conversation at 
every level, from small missions to the Primates of the national 
churches. The several issues raised in these conversations were 
the subject of this year’s Diocesan Ministry Fair. The format 
this year consisted of morning plenary session, with breakout 
sessions in the afternoon. 

The presenter (invited a year ago by Bishop Bruno) was Canon 
John Peterson, former Secretary General of the Anglican 
Communion and now Director of the Center for Global Justice 
and Reconciliation. An excellent summary of his presentation 
can be found on the web site of the Diocese of Los Angeles, 
www.ladiocese.org along with links to the documents he refers 
to in his presentation. 

The afternoon breakout sessions were asked to consider 
what it means to be in communion, specifi cally the Anglican 
Communion, and why it might matter to us at the parish level, 
and to ask, “What is the mission of the church?”

Please visit the diocesan web site and click on the “Ministry Fair 
2007 Materials” link for Pat McCaughan’s excellent summary, 
and links to several documents that have contributed to the 
ongoing conversation about the Anglican Communion, and the 
place of the American church in it. 

DIOCESAN MINISTRY FAIRE 



“THE GATHERING” TO OFFER EDUCATION AND WORSHIP FOR FAMILIES

FINANCIAL STATISTICS AT MARCH 31, 2007
Income: Month Year to Date 

Actual $ 24,446 $   87,697
Budgeted $ 35,007 $ 107,021

Expenses:
Actual $ 36,027 $ 119,056
Budgeted $ 43,628 $ 127,983

DONATED CAR GOING TO NEW ORLEANS
In the aftermath of hurricane Katrina, Tricia Davis, a parent of one of the 
children in our Preschool, wondered about some distant relatives who had 
been living in New Orleans.  Browsing a list of evacuees on the MSNBC 
web site, she suddenly saw the name of Hannah Borgo, a relative that 
Tricia had lost touch with years ago.

Then began a correspondence with Hannah about her situation.  She is a 
single mother who worked at the Tulane University Hospital.  When she 
was able to return to New Orleans after months in a shelter, her situation 
became worse. The subsidized rental homes were no more.  The bus 
service was not restored, leaving people stranded and Hannah with a 
two-and-a-half-hour commute.  To get to her bus she had to walk through 
acres of debris and she injured her foot.

Tricia decided Hannah needed a car and appealed to the Preschool families 
for fi nancial donations, hoping to buy a car in Louisiana – but cars were 
scarce, most having been destroyed by the fl ooding.  The cars in California 
seemed out of the price range of the donations.

Finally, in the fall of 2006, St. Paul’s received the donation of a 1996 
Honda Civic.  It needed some work, but there was the donated cash – and 
it would make a perfect urban commuter car.  It took some time to get 
all of the glitches in the engine and body taken care of, some of the work 
donated through John Zarrabi, but the car is fi nally ready for shipment.

Pictured at left is Hannah Borgo, who has 
expressed amazement that strangers so far away 
would care. Members of the St. Paul’s Men’s 
Group helped to wash and wax the Honda one 
Saturday morning. Below are Joe Farina, Bob 
Morano, Alan Spencer and Henry Hernandez.

“The Gathering” is the name of a new worship and 
learning experience at St.. Paul’s that brings to life the 
hopes expressed in many conversations with Church 
School teachers and parents. 

Two services are currently scheduled, the fi rst on May 6
and the second on June 3. The service time is 9:05 am, 
ending at 10:00 am – a tight squeeze between the early 
service and the time when the choir needs to warm up. 
“It was important to parents, far more important than 
we realized, that this service happen in the sanctuary, 
so we worked together to make the service fi t the time,” 
said Assistant Rector Kay Sylvester. 

The service will begin with a gathering song and 
prayer. The Service of the Word will be fi lled with a 
presentation of a Godly Play story to everyone present, 
followed by a time of refl ection in which children may 
opt to do artwork or re-tell the story with the Godly 
Play pieces. Adults can choose to stay with children, or 
move to another part of the sanctuary for a more adult 
refl ection on the presentation.

Everyone will gather for Holy Eucharist. Families have 
already signed up to make the bread, bring the wine and 
assist in setting the table. 

“Almost everyone we talked to said that the 10:30 
service is too long for families with young children,” 
said Rector Reese Riley. “The Gathering is an 
experiment to see if we can fulfi ll our obligation to 
teach our children, gather everyone for Eucharist, and 
do it in a streamlined way that nonetheless makes sure 
that everyone is fed.” 

The staff and those involved with the Church School 
hope that this service will become a regular part of the 
life of St. Paul’s and succeed in getting more families 
with children into church on a regular basis. 

Please note: Because everyone involved with Church 

School will be involved with “The Gathering,” there will be no church 
school at 10:30  on May 6 or June 3. Child care will still be provided for 
young children, as always. 



T H I S  M O N T H  A T  S T .  P A U L ’ S  E A C H  W E E K  A T  S T .  P A U L ’ S
5/5 Confi rmations at Cathedral Center – 10:00 am
5/6 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am

  “The Family Gathering I” – 9:05 am
  Sundays @ 9:10 – Prison Nation II
  Holy Eucharist – 10:30 am
5/11 June Family Letter Deadline
5/12 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast – 8:30 am
5/13 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am
  Sundays @ 9:10 – The Healing Touch
  Holy Eucharist (Featuring Children’s Choirs) – 10:30 am
5/20 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am
  Parsons Place Used Book Sale – 9:00 am
  Sundays @ 9:10 – The Healing Touch
  Baptism & Holy Eucharist; EFM Sunday – 10:30 am
  Women’s Book Group – 2:00 pm
  St. Paul’s Preschool “Spring Fling” – 4:00 pm
5/22 Foothill High School Choral Concert – 7:00 pm
5/26 AFS Exchange Student Orientation – 9:00 am
5/27 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am
  Festive Pentecost Day Holy Eucharist – 10:30 am
  International Potluck Picnic – 12:00 noon
5/28 Parish Offi ce Closed
5/31 LEAP Learning Center Closing Ceremony – 3:00 pm
6/2 “The Taste of St. Paul’s” – 6:00 pm
6/3 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am

  “The Family Gathering II” – 9:05 am
  Sundays @ 9:10 – Becoming the Church: Spiritual Gifts
  Holy Eucharist – 10:30 am

Sunday          Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am & 10:30 am
                      Sundays@9:10 Education Hour – 9:10 am
                      Church  School – 10:20 am
                      St. Peter’s Church of South India – 2:00 pm
                     Alanon – 5:30 - 6:30 pm

Monday         LEAP Tutoring Program – 2:00 pm (Mon., Tues., Thur.)
                      Crafters – 7:00 - 9:00 pm 
                     AA Meeting – 6:15 pm
                     Alanon – 7:30 pm

Tuesday         Staff Meeting – 9:30 am
                      Joyful Ringers Rehearsal – 1:15 pm
                      Children’s Choirs Rehearsal – 3:45 pm
                      Teen Cafe (High School) – 7:00 pm
                      EFM Seminar – 7:00 pm
                      
Wednesday    LEAP Tutoring Program – 1:00 pm
                      Faith Club (Grades 6 - 8) – 6:30 pm 
    
Thursday       Intercessory Prayer Group – 9:15 am
                      Thursday Spiritual Journey Study – 10:30 am
                      Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing – Noon
                      Lunch Bunch Fellowship – 12:30 pm
                     AA Meeting – 6:15 pm
                      Chancel Choir Rehearsal – 7:30 pm
    
Friday            OA Meeting – Noon
                     AA Meeting – 7:00 pm
                      House of God (Korean 7th Day Adventist) – 8:00 pm

Saturday        House of God (Korean 7th Day Adventist) – 10:00 am
                      Holy Eucharist – 5:00 pm
                     AA Speaker’s Meet ing – 7:00 pm

CHECK OUT
 OUR WEB SITE

www.stpauls.org
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