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THE GATHERING
Sunday, July 8 – 9:05 am - 10:00 am

This offering by the Children’s Ministry 
Team will offer Bible stories, refl ection 
and Holy Eucharist in a child-friendly 
liturgy for families.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Sunday, July 8 – 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Our second “Save a Life” Blood Drive 
for 2007 in support of the Red Cross 
Blood Bank will be in the Parish Hall 
on July 8. Please sign up for your 
appointment. The need is great! Save a 
life!

SUMMER NIGHTS
Thursdays, 6:15 pm - July 12 - August 9

The Third Annual series of patio BBQs 
and signifi cant table discussions will 
begin on July 12. Mark your calendar 
for Thursdays this year!

INTERFAITH SHELTER
August 11 - 25

St. Paul’s is part of the Interfaith Shelter 
Network and will host 10 - 12 guests 
in the temporary shelter program for 
two weeks this summer. Volunteers are 
needed to prepare meals, host during 
the supper hour and provide overnight 
security.  Call the Parish Offi ce.

A few inches of fabric transformed
our wedding banquet hall from nice to
elegant – all for a mere $9 per guest.  When spending
tens of thousands, what are a few more bucks?
For Fritz’s wedding we got it as right as possible.
I’ve known for years that the details make all the difference.  Whether house 
painting, auto mechanics or writing, the job stood or fell in the details.  Our vestry, 
lay Eucharistic ministers, choir, acolytes and altar guild bless us with their attention 
to a variety of details.  

Our architecture is one of the fi nest A-frame churches I have ever experienced. The 
steamed and laminated structural arches to the stained concrete fl oor work together 
wonderfully. Replacing the amber glass side windows with stained glass was a detail 
change that made a beautiful difference.  Visitors often comment about the beauty 
of our worship space, others often say that it feels like “home.”  

However, for a contemporary building, our layout is remarkably medieval.  Medieval 
piety held God to be “up there” in heaven and relating to God was vertical, Church 
worship involved the priest standing as intermediary and intercessor, with back to 
the people, and at the “high altar” as go-between between worshipers and God.  

By contrast the energy of worship at our Saint Paul’s is lateral and person-to-person 
rather than vertical, a more immanent experience of God than transcendent. Consider 
the power of the Spirit in our Passing the Peace!  Here, we priests act as table host 
at a gathering of a family/clan. 

One of the details on the table for discussion is the concept of replacing our 
increasingly beat-up pews in church with cathedral chairs.  Chairs would come with 
a kneeler and a book rack which will lock a group of chairs into a row.  The chairs 
would provide needed fl exibility for our worship, especially with the development 
of the Family Gathering experience. It would substantially change the “feel” of our 
worship, replacing the medieval verticalities with a gathering around the table.

This is way more than “a few inches of fabric” but it merits our sincere and honest 
consideration.

Every Yours in Christ,Every Yours in Christ,



VESTRY NOTES 6-24-07

FINANCIAL STATISTICS AT MAY 31, 2007
Income: Month Year to Date 

Actual $ 26,552 $ 157,903
Budgeted $ 39,707 $ 187,335

Expenses:
Actual $ 37,189 $ 194,646
Budgeted $ 41,613 $ 212,799

At its meeting on June 25 the Vestry –
•  Heard a report from Shawn Murphy’s intention to 

resign from the Vestry due to his and Carol’s plans 
to move to Colorado before the end of July. 

•  Heard a report from Marilyn Stalnecker and Tom 
McKinney that revenues are lower than anticipated 
to date; expenses are also down since the Children’s 
Ministry Director position has been vacant. 

•  The Taste of St. Paul’s exceeded the dollar goal 
which had been set and succeeded in bringing 
a diverse group of people together for fun and 
fellowship. Our fi nancial secretary, Elyce Kennedy, 
was recognized for going above and beyond her 
normal duties to help with the event.  

•  Heard a report from Reese Riley that our membership 
is growing with nearly 100 new adult members in the 
past two years. He said that attendance has assumed 
a regular rhythm. He gave credit to Susan Dean, 
Minister of Welcome & Inclusion. 

•  Adult and Children’s Education is being planned 
out for the coming year, as well as plans to start the 
search for a new Director of Religious Education. 

•  Heard a proposal from Reese and Wayne Kempe to 
give more fl exibility in our worship space, support 
the intimacy of The Gathering and bring the front 
row of worshippers closer to the altar by replacing 
the pews with 190 chairs at a cost of about $150 
per chair. A greatly needed renovation of the organ 
would also give fl exibility in the placement of the 
organ console.

•  Elected Kate Gold to the Vestry for 18 months to 
complete a term left vacant by a resignation.

•  Requested that Staff call a Worship Committee 
Meeting to discuss replacing the pews with chairs. 

•  Requested the Executive Committee to begin a 
search for a consultant regarding the possibility 
and advisability of a capital campaign for upgrade 
of our facilities. – Notes by Cerise Paton– Notes by Cerise Paton–

BOOK REVIEW
Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff, Christ’s Childhood Pal
Author: Christopher Moore
If you usually imagine Jesus with a halo, smiling beatifi cally at a child 
with a little lamb in his arms, Lamb will offer you a different picture of 
Jesus: a human who goes through childhood and young adulthood with 
an increasing awareness of his differences, who is sometimes confused by 
those differences, and who must discover his path and his calling. 

The story of “Joshua”, that is, Yeshua or “Jesus”, is narrated by his pal, 
Levi-who-is-called-Biff. They meet in Nazareth after Joshua and his folks 
return from Egypt. Biff is impressed with his friend’s unique abilities (and 
with his mother), but that doesn’t keep Biff from an enthusiastic pursuit 
of all sorts of “unclean” activities. Biff is nothing like Joshua, and as a 
narrator, he has a sarcastic voice. 

This book provides an imaginative set of answers to questions about the 
life of Jesus before he began his ministry: what was his childhood like? 
Did he know that he was God’s son? What about Joseph? What did he do 
as a young man? Why are his sayings so close to many of the sayings of 
the Buddha? And why are there always bunnies at Easter?

Though the tone of this book is wildly irreverent, not to mention a little 
salty, it is a genuinely funny and thought-provoking read. You will get 
a glimpse of Jesus before he was That Guy, and you may fi nd yourself 
enriched by it. If not, you will at least learn how the “Feeding of the Five 
Thousand” came about, and what angels watch on TV when they have 
the chance.         – Kay Sylvester

SUMMER NIGHTS: A LOOK AT VALUES
“Summer Nights at St. Paul’s” will begin it’s third edition Thursday, July 
12 at 6:15 pm with a BBQ on the Gooden Hall patio.  Hamburgers and 
hotdogs will be served until 7:00 pm, when participants will go inside to 
watch a 10-minute video which will spark the table discussions.

The videos this year will follow the theme of “Via Media: Values,” and 
will look at the ethical impact of our baptismal covenant.  The discussions 
should be lively!

We will look at how we are shaped by a Eucharistic community and how 
we stay in community even when we disagree;  how our individual paths 
are fi lled with moments of redemption and healing and how we can apply 
that to the global community; how we might serve our neighbors; how to 
strive for justice and what our Baptism could look like in daily actions.

The evening will close with a brief prayer devotional and participants will 
be on their way by 8:15 pm.  A separate program for children and child 
care for the very young ones will be provided.  A free will offering will 
be received to cover expenses.

Join us for warm patio fellowship and stimulating conversation about 
your journey of faith!



WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP

101 REASONS TO  BE AN EPISCOPALIAN

#62: Despite or perhaps even precisely because of our 
present disagreements in the Episcopal Church, I am 
reminded that God calls us all together because we 
aren’t whole without each other..

July 29 – 2:00 pm
The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck
Pearl S. Buck’s 1931 portrait of pre-revolutionary China depicts 
the tumult of the period through the eyes of a single peasant 
farmer and his family. This Nobel Prize-winning masterpiece 
embraces both tragic suffering and transcendent beauty.

(There will be no meeting in August.)

September 23 – 2:00 pm
The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon The Shadow of the Wind
In the heyday of Franco’s fascism, fear plays a prominent role in 
the lives of all this book’s characters. Daniel Sempere’s father, 
a bookseller, takes the 10-year-old on a special and very secret 
mission to the Cemetery for Forgotten Books, from which he 
selects a volume. Literary and literate, this is a magical tale of 
love and loss, of obsession, and, best of all, of books.

EPISCOPAL WITNESS TO GOD’S LOVE IN WEST HOLLYWOOD – BY KAY SYLVESTER
On June 10, I was the preacher at an unusual service: the annual 
Street Eucharist preceding the Christopher Street West Pride 
Parade in West Hollywood. 

Beginning with Bishop Fred Borsch, the Diocese of Los Angeles 
has had a formal relationship with the GLBT community. He 
formed the Bishop’s Commission on Gay and Lesbian Ministry. I 
served on the Commission not long after its inception as its Vice-
Chair. and recently have been a member for six or seven years. 

The Commission has served many functions over the years, 
bringing educational events and speakers to parishes; engaging in 
Bishop Bruno’s ongoing work in reconciliation; and evangelism 
to the gay and lesbian community. Our participation in Orange 
County, Long Beach, and L.A. Pride events has been the most 
visible work of evangelism we have undertaken. Over the 
years, several bishops have willingly and visibly participated 
in the Pride parade, including bishops Oliver Garver, Edward 
MacKenzie, Chet Talton, Jon Bruno, and Sergio Carranza, who 
rode in the parade this year. 

The message is the same as the one that appears on church signs 
all over the U.S.: “The Episcopal Church Welcomes You.” It 
seems very simple, and you might wonder why the diocese has 
made such an effort to share that news with the gay and lesbian 
community. The reason is simple: there are many churches 
and other organizations who claim to follow Christ who have 
explicitly and sometimes violently excluded GLBT persons from 
their fellowship, and stated that somehow gay persons are not 
eligible for God’s love.

Every year at the L.A. Pride event, at the intersection of Santa 
Monica Boulevard and Robertson, a group of people assemble 
with bullhorns and some of the ugliest signs you will ever see. 
They are there to tell the thousands of gay and lesbian people 
there, and the families who love them, that God hates them. 

The Episcopal Church marching unit, and those representing 
other welcoming Christian denominations, earn the special ire 
of this group. In their minds, we are heretics for our claim that 
God’s love is for absolutely everyone. Every year as we go past, 
we chant: “2-4-6-8! Jesus loves you, gay or straight!” And the 
crowd assembled along the boulevard often joins in. It moves 
me beyond words to see people run from the crowd to greet our 
bishop, to thank us for being there, to give a high-fi ve or a hug 
to the marchers. 

In talking with people along the route, I’ve learned that many 
people left the church when they came out because they assumed 
that they could be gay or Christian, but not both. I was one of or Christian, but not both. I was one of or
those people, though I didn’t leave: I was kicked out. It is a sign 

and a symbol of God’s grace to these folks to see a mainline 
denomination, perhaps the church of their childhood, marching 
to proclaim the church’s welcome and God’s relentless love for 
all that God has created. 

Before the parade, we assemble in a bank parking lot to 
celebrate the Eucharist together. For the fourth year in a row, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has also participated in 
this Eucharist, with the participation and blessing of their former 
and current bishops. It is a right, and a good, and a joyful thing to 
unite around God’s table and be fed together, to worship together, 
and to encourage one another. We have been joined for the past 
two years by clergy from the Ecumenical Catholic Church, and 
the ecumenical celebration is a joy for all of us.

My sermon is currently online at Susan Russell’s blog, “An 
Inch at a Time,” in the archives for June, dated June 19 (http:
//inchatatime.blogspot.com/2007_06_01_archive.html). I am 
also happy to E-mail a copy to you.

Thank you to Reese for encouraging my participation in this 
diocesan event. It is always a blessing to me, and who knows 
how many others are blessed to see the Episcopal Church 
marching down Santa Monica Boulevard? 



T H I S  M O N T H  A T  S T .  P A U L ’ S  E A C H  W E E K  A T  S T .  P A U L ’ S
7/1 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am

  Holy Eucharist – 10:30 pm
7/4 Parish Offi ce Closed
7/8 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am

  RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE – 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
  The Family Gathering – 9:05 am
  Holy Eucharist – 10:30 am

7/9 St. Paul’s Preschool Summer Session Begins
7/12 SUMMER NIGHTS AT ST. PAUL’S – 6:15 pm
7/13 LEAP Summer Program Ends
7/15 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am
  Holy Eucharist – 10:30 pm
7/19 SUMMER NIGHTS AT ST. PAUL’S – 6:15 pm
7/22 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am
  Holy Eucharist – 10:30 pm
7/26 SUMMER NIGHTS AT ST. PAUL’S – 6:15 pm
7/29 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am
  Holy Eucharist – 10:30 pm
  Women’s Book Group – 2:00 pm
7/30 St. Paul’s Vacation Bible School – 9:00 - 12:00 noon
7/31 St. Paul’s Vacation Bible School – 9:00 - 12:00 noon
8/1 St. Paul’s Vacation Bible School – 9:00 - 12:00 noon
8/2 St. Paul’s Vacation Bible School – 9:00 - 12:00 noon
8/3 St. Paul’s Vacation Bible School – 9:00 - 12:00 noon
8/5 Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am

  The Family Gathering – 9:05 am
  Holy Eucharist – 10:30 am

Sunday          Holy Eucharist – 8:00 am & 10:30 amHoly Eucharist – 8:00 am & 10:30 amHoly Eucharist –
                      Sundays@9:10 Education Hour – 9:10 am
                      Church  School – 10:20 am
                      St. Peter’s Church of South India – 2:00 pm
                     Alanon – 5:30 - 6:30 pm

Monday         LEAP Summer Session – 9:00 am - 12:00 noon (Mon. - Fri.)
                      Crafters – 7:00 - 9:00 pm 
                     AA Meeting – 6:15 pm
                     Alanon – 7:30 pm

Tuesday         Staff Meeting – 9:30 am
                      Teen Cafe (High School) – 7:00 pm
                      EFM Seminar – 7:00 pm (Through 6/12)
                      
Wednesday    Faith Club (Grades 6 - 8) – 6:30 pm 
    
Thursday       Intercessory Prayer Group – 9:15 am
                      Thursday Spiritual Journey Study – 10:30 am
                      Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing – 12:00 Noon
                      Lunch Bunch Fellowship – 12:30 pm
                     AA Meeting – 6:15 pm
                      Chancel Choir Rehearsal – 7:30 pm (Through 6/14)
    
Friday            OA Meeting – Noon
                     AA Meeting – 7:00 pm
                      House of God (Korean 7th Day Adventist) – 8:00 pm

Saturday        House of God (Korean 7th Day Adventist) – 10:00 am
                      Holy Eucharist – 5:00 pm
                     AA Speaker’s Meet ing – 7:00 pm

CHECK OUT
 OUR WEB SITE

www.stpauls.org
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